
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date: September 26, 2012 

Contact: Melanie Conklin, Office of Rep. Barca, 608.266.5504 

 Office of Sen. Julie Lassa, 608.266.3123 

 

Statement from Sen. Lassa and Rep. Barca on WEDC failure to 

follow the law in issuing economic development grants 
 

MADISON – Assembly Democratic Leader Peter Barca (D-Kenosha) and Sen. Julie Lassa (D-

Stevens Point), members of the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) Board, 

released the following statement today after the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) issued a report ordering the state Department of Administration (DOA) and 

WEDC to improve their handling of economic development funding.  

 

According to a media report, a strongly worded August 12 letter from HUD says DOA and 

WEDC violated federal law and state policies when issuing economic development grants: 

 

“These problems could have been avoided if the governor and Republican legislators had worked 

together to ensure a smooth transition from the Department of Commerce to WEDC,” Barca 

said. “Instead, the Republican legislature made the hasty decision to create WEDC without 

having a business plan in place. From the beginning, top officials from the former Department of 

Commerce and the federal government told us there would be problems with the way this 

transition was handled.” 

 

“It’s inexcusable that this letter was not shared with the WEDC Board at its meeting last week, 

even though the administration received it in August,” Lassa said. “The legislators on the WEDC 

Board are supposed to be providing oversight of taxpayer dollars, but we can’t play that role if 

important information like this is withheld from us. I expect WEDC and DOA to provide a full 

explanation of these charges, what they’re doing to remedy the situation, and why the Board of 

Directors was not informed of HUD’s allegations.” 
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