
March 20, 2012 
 
Governor Scott Walker 
115 East Capitol 
Madison, WI 53702 
HAND-DELIVERED 
 
Dear Governor Walker, 
 
I respectfully request that you veto Senate Bill 237, which repeals the Healthy Youth Act and 
mandates that medically inaccurate information be given to students. SB 237 is bad policy, 
harmful to the health of adolescents, and burdens the taxpayers. 
 
One thing that I hope you and I share in common is a desire to reduce the rate of teen 
pregnancy, sexually transmitted disease, and abortion in Wisconsin. Yet, if you sign SB 237 
into law, your signature will create the exact opposite effect from what we want.  
 
The only proven way to reduce teen pregnancies, STDs, and the need for abortion is to provide 
students with evidence-based, medically-accurate and age-appropriate information. SB 237 
irresponsibly replaces these basic criteria with a failed abstinence-only approach - in effect, 
taking our current law, which is the "gold standard" for healthy outcomes for teens, and 
replacing it with an approach that has never been shown to reduce risky sexual behavior. That 
risky sexual behavior leads not only to teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections, but 
also to an increased need for abortion.  
 
If you do not veto SB 237, you will be acting in opposition of your pro-life stance, by 
increasing our teen abortion rate in Wisconsin. No young person should have to face an 
unintended pregnancy, a life-altering disease, or whether to have an abortion because she 
received inaccurate, incomplete information about her own body and health.  
 
There is also a significant fiscal effect for taxpayers should SB 237 become law. In 2008, the 
taxpayer costs associated with children born to teen mothers in Wisconsin was $168 million. 
Since 2008, after the enactment of the Healthy Youth Act, we have seen teen pregnancy rates 
drop to all-time lows, reducing this huge financial burden on taxpayers. As a matter of 
pragmatic fiscal responsibility, you must veto SB 237 to save public money that would 
otherwise be needed to pay for the huge direct and indirect costs for teen childbearing.  
 
Today, I remind you that it is your duty as Governor to act in the best interest of your 
constituents and the state. Under your watch, please ensure that no bill becomes law that will 
increase the number of teen pregnancies, STDs and abortion rates. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Kelda Helen Roys 
State Representative 


